Versailles

The Palace of Louis XIV

You have travelled back to the time
of Louis XIV! Visit the palace he built
to dazzle the world.
Bochure by

Welcome to the palace

The Latona Fountain

Decorative ponds

A fountain engineer

He has a key which sets
off the fountains.

A balcony
with gilded
ornamentation
This is in front
of the King’s
Chamber, facing
towards
the rising sun.

Military trophies

These have reservoirs
underneath which
provide the water.

These are sculptures
in the shape of lions’ heads,
helmets, shields, etc.

The terrace

This faces towards
the setting sun.

Flowerbeds

These are
planted with
wallflowers,
tulips or
daffodils,
depending on
the season.

The slate roof

The façade

This consists of red
brick and white stone.
It was built during
the reign of Louis XIII.

The Marble
Courtyard

This is decorated
with black and white
marble tiles.

The royal grid

It is covered in gold
leaf. It is 80 metres wide.
On top, there is a crown
and the King’s emblem, which
is decorated with fleurs-de-lis.

The Royal Courtyard

The North Wing

The South Wing
The Court of Honour

This plan shows the rooms of the palace today

The Council Study

This was called the "Grande
Galerie" in the 17th century.
It is 73 metres long. 357 mirrors
reflect the natural light that
enters through 17 windows.

The Apollo Salon

The furniture is made of
solid silver and includes
a 2.6 metre high throne.

This is where the Queen
sleeps, washes and dresses,
in the company of the ladies
of the court. Royal births
take place here too, in public.
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The Antechamber
of the Grand Couvert

9 The Antechamber

of the Grand Couvert

The King changes wigs several
times each day – he has hardly
any hair. His wigs are made
from real hair.

10 The King’s Dressing Room
11 The Dogs Antechamber
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12 The King’s Interior Cabinet

The Royal Courtyard

13 The Queen’s Chamber
1

The Royal Dogs
Chamber

300 people work here, serving
the Queen. They include
clergymen, officials in charge
of her meals, servants,
chambermaids, etc.

A servant looks
after the King’s
greyhounds.
A cook prepares
their meals!

The King’s
Antechamber

Here, the courtiers
sometimes wait several
hours to be received
by the King.

The Guard
Room

12 guards watch
over the Queen,
night and day.

The Apartment
of Madame de Maintenon

The King’s Courtiers

1,000 courtiers live in the castle.
The important ones, for example
noble lords of the Kingdom
of France, live in luxury apartments.
Others live in damp rooms.

The South Wing

The Kings’ Private Apartments

The Hercules Salon
Refreshments
are served here …
wine, coffee, fresh
and candied fruit,
marzipan, etc.

The jewels and
precious stones
used to decorate
the royal hats
and shoes are
kept in this room.

Here, the King’s favourite
mistress looks after
the royal children. The King
often comes to see her
and listen to her advice.

The Royal
Chapel

The North Wing

The King’s Grand Apartment
(temporarily closed)

When the King plays
a good shot at
billiards, everyone
applauds.

The Jewel
Room

14 The Guard Room
The Queen’s Grand Apartment

The Diana Salon

The King’s Chamber

This is where the King is
washed, shaved, groomed
and dressed in the morning,
in public. At midday, he eats
here, often alone (this meal
is called the "Petit Couvert").
Around 11.30pm, he goes
to bed with 100 courtiers in
attendance. One courtier is
chosen to hold the King’s
candle and extinguish it.

5 The Hall of Mirrors
6 The Council Study
7 The King’s Chamber
8 The Bull’s Eye Salon
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The Wig Room

The Apartments
of Queen Marie-Thérèse

1 The Royal Chapel
2 The Hercules Salon
3 The Diana Salon
4 The Apollo Salon
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9
The Marble
Courtyard

The King dines here,
with his family,
in the presence of his
courtiers and the public.

The Queen’s Chamber
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In the morning, the King
receives his advisors here.
He listens attentively but
speaks very little, and makes
all decisions on his own.
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This simplified plan
shows the main
rooms of the palace.
But, can you see
the King?

The Hall of Mirrors
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The Sun King’s Palace

The King comes
here every
morning to
attend mass.
He sits in the
royal gallery.
Each day,
a choir sings
a new piece
of music.

In the footsteps of Louis XIV
Discover the palace with your family!

Y An unaccompanied tour with an audioguide:

discover what official court life was like at the time.
The Hercules Salon, the Grand Apartments (the Diana Salon, the Apollo Salon),
the Hall of Mirrors, the King’s Chamber, the King’s Antechamber
and the Council Study.

Y A guided tour of the Kings’ private apartments:

discover the intimate ambience and refined decoration of his living quarters
(Louis XVI’s library, the dining room, the Clock Cabinet, etc.).

Y Add the Grand Trianon to your visit: discover Louis XIV’s country palace.
The free App “Palaces and gardens of Trianon’’
reveals many secrets.

30 83 78 00

Textes : C. Loizeau. Illustrations : Fabien Laurent.

: +33 (0)1
Reservations
Information:
ersailles.fr
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Merci pour sa relecture attentive à Raphaël Masson, conservateur en chef du patrimoine, château de Versailles.
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