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The boldest building project led by  
the Sun King—but also his last—needs your  

help to recover its former glory.  
By adopting a statue of the Royal Chapel, you can 
help bring back to life the genius of the greatest 

artists of the 17th and 18th centuries.

The statues

of the royal C
hapel

m
asterpieces in danger
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Completed by Robert de Cotte 
in 1710 at the end of a period of 
construction begun in 1687 by 
Jules Hardouin-Mansart, the Royal 
Chapel symbolises all the wealth 
and complexity of Louis XIV’s 
reign. It truly embodies the alliance 
between tradition and modernity.

The Royal Chapel is a work of art 
and architecture that stands alone 
yet is also an integral part of the 
Palace complex. Apart from 
the removal of the lantern tower 
less than half a century after the 
building was completed, the Royal 
Chapel has remained unchanged 
over the centuries, majestically 
dominating the Palace as well as 
the town of Versailles. 

The Chapel  
in a few figures
 
• Height: 40 metres
• Length: 42 metres
• Width: 24 metres
• 5,200 square metres of facade
•  30 monumental sculptures 

and 1 bas-relief
• 26 flares
• 12 gargoyles
• 68 pilaster capitals 
• 17 cherub heads
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An extraordinary 
restoration worksite
The exterior of the building has 
suffered the ravages of time and 
this relentless deterioration 
is now threatening the durability 
of the roof and the sculpted decor. 
An urgent restoration is now 
indispensable. This will involve 
work on the roof framework, 
slates, ornaments, façade, cladding, 
statues as well as the stained 
glass windows.

        I want to take part

In order to carry out these works, 
a monumental scaffolding 
measuring 4,700 square metres 
and 45 metres high has been set up 
in 2018 for a period of three years. 
The design of this structure is a 
tremendous technical achievement. 
It protects the building while 
providing easy access for the many 
craftsmen: master carpenters, 
master roofers, master glassmakers, 
locksmiths, master metalworkers, 
glaziers, sculptors, gilders, etc., all 
working to restore the Royal 
Chapel to its former glory using 
traditional techniques. 

The 30 statues are the work of 
some of the most talented sculptors 
of the time—Guillaume Coustou, 
Anselme Flamen, Pierre Lepautre, 
Corneille Van Clève—and form 
a unique ensemble, characterised 
by its great expressive nature. 
The restoration—which will take 
place in situ—aims to preserve 
the statues so they can remain on 
top of the Royal Chapel for many 
years to come.
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        I want to take part

To advise you:  
Serena Gavazzi 
By telephone: + 33 (0)1 30 83 77 04  
By email: serena.gavazzi@chateauversailles.fr

How much does it cost to 
adopt a statue?

Whether you are an individual or a company, you can 
finance the restoration of a statue in full, partner up 
with other patrons or bring together your friends. 
The cost of adopting a statue is €10,000. You will 
be entitled to a French tax relief of 66% of the 
amount of your donation as an individual, and 60% 
as a company.

How to adopt a statue?

Choose your statue and contact the  
Patronage Department.

Download the full brochure at  
en.chateauversailles.fr/support-versailles

What will you receive in return for your donation?

For individuals

Adoption certificate  
You will receive an adoption 
certi ficate with a photo of the 
statue of your choice, inscribed 
with your own name or that 
of the person to whom you want 
to give or dedicate your donation 
in calligraphy.

Site visits 
You will be invited to follow all 
the stages of the restoration 
by visiting the workshop set up 
around the statue, on the roof 
of the Royal Chapel.

‘A year in Versailles’ card 
You will be given the ‘A year in 
Versailles’ card granting unlimited 
access to the Palace for a year.

Photo rights 
You will be licensed to use the 
Palace’s photographs of the 
statue in its surroundings to 
illustrate your greetings cards.

Invitation  
to the official inauguration 
You will be invited to the official 
inauguration marking the 
completion of the Royal Chapel 
restoration.

For companies

Adoption certificate  
You will receive an adoption 
certificate with a photo of the 
statue of your choice, inscribed 
with the name of your company 
in calligraphy.

Site visits 
You will be invited to follow all 
the stages of the restoration 
by visiting the workshop set up 
around the statue, on the roof 
of the Royal Chapel.

Admission tickets 
Your company can benefit from 
the provision, free of charge, of 
admission tickets for the Palace 
and Estate of Versailles during 
public opening times.

‘A year in Versailles’ card 
You will be given one or several 
‘A year in Versailles’ cards 
granting unlimited access to the 
Palace for a year.

Photo rights 
You will be licensed to use 
the Palace’s photographs of the 
statue in its surroundings to 
illustrate your greetings cards or 
for your corporate communication 
surrounding the patronage 
operation.

Invitation  
to the official inauguration 
You will be invited to the official 
inauguration marking the 
completion of the Royal Chapel 
restoration.

Provision of spaces 
You will be able to benefit 
from the provision of spaces 
throughout the Palace, free 
of charge, to host public 
relations events (prestige tours, 
cocktail parties, dinners, etc.).

Compensation for your donation 
is granted for up to 25% of 
the amount of your patronage.
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THE rOYAL 
CHAPEL
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   Choose your statue
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1    Saint Ambroise, 
Pierre Lepautre, 1708

2    Saint André, 
Jean Théodon, 1707

3    Saint Athanase, 
Jean Poultier, 1708

4    Saint Augustin, 
Guillaume Coustou, 
1707-1708

5    Saint Barnabé, 
Jean de Lapierre 
et Pierre Bourdict, 1707-1708

6    Saint Barthélémy, 
Anselme Flamen, 1707

7    Saint Basile, 
Jean Poultier, 1708

8    Saint Cyrille, 
Simon Hurtrelle, 1707

9    Saint Grégoire le Grand, 
Pierre Lepautre, 1708

10    Saint Irénée, 
Anselme Flamen, 1707

11    Saint Jacques le Majeur, 
Philippe Magnier, 1707-1708

12    Saint Jacques le Mineur, 
Jean Théodon, 1707

13    Saint Jean,  
Corneille Van Clève, 1707

14    Saint Jérôme,  
Guillaume Coustou, 
1707-1708

15    Saint Luc,  
Corneille Van Clève, 1707
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16    Saint Marc,  
Corneille Van Clève, 1707

17    Saint Matthias, 
Jean de Lapierre, 1707

18    Saint Matthieu, 
Corneille Van Clève, 1707

19    Saint Paul, 
Claude Poirier, 1707

20    Saint Philippe, 
Anselme Flamen, 1707

21    Saint Pierre, 
Claude Poirier, 1707

22    Saint Simon, 
Jean-Louis Lemoyne, 1707

23    Saint Thaddée ou Jude, 
Jean-Louis Lemoyne, 1707

24    Saint Thomas,  
Philippe Magnier, 1707-1708

25    La Charité, 
Robert Le Lorrain, 1707

26    La Foi, 
François Barrois, 1707

27    La Justice, 
Pierre Granier, 1707

28    La Religion, 
Sébastien Slodtz, 1707

29    Gloire de Chérubins, 
Guillaume Coustou, 1707

30    La Foi, 
Guillaume Coustou, 1707

31    La Religion, 
Guillaume Coustou, 1707
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OF the royal Chapel

Contribute to Louis XIV’s  
final major project

         Adopt a statue


